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¾Extend short growing season

¾Force crop production for an 

early market

¾Eliminates thinning and 

subsequent damages to crop

¾Crop uniformity 

¾Extending the harvest



¾Starts 

Transplants

¾Peat pots

¾Jiffy pellets

¾Soil blocks

¾In flats



¾Use a soil-free media
ÅMost peat-based bags of potting mix is soilless

ÅSoilless media is usually pest and disease -free

¾Mix your own:
Å50% vermiculite or perlite

Å50% fine sphagnum peat



¾Sow 1 ð2 seeds/pot or container
¾Thin to one seedling per pot or 

container
¾Peat pots, peat pellets, soil 

blocks and paper pots may be 
planted directly to the garden
¾ Watch for wicking

¾Transplant into larger pots, if 
necessary, when there are 2 -3 
true leaves showing

¾Bottom Water



¾Sunny room or back 
porch

¾Supplemental lights
¾Fluorescent fixture
ÅOne warm and one cool 

white bulb

ÅGrow lights

ÅMay require bottom heat



¾Stocky, not 

stretched

¾Not rootbound

¾No insects

¾Not too old

¾No fruiting 

structures
Tip: If your are buying transplants from 

a garden center, always grab the inside 

pots (they are usually watered better) 

and give a bit of a shake (see what 

insects fly off)



¾ Roots of transplants can easily be damaged.

¾ Because of their speedy regeneration of the root 
system, some species are more easily transplanted

¾ Table 3 Pg. 92 of the Mont. MG handbook

¾ Easy to transplantðtomato, pepper, brassicas, lettuce, 
onions

¾ Harder  to transplant ðbeets, carrots, cucurbits

¾ Mostly unsuccessful in transplanting ðcorn, peas, 
spinach, turnips





¾Reduces growth rate
¾Thickens cuticle
¾Increases waxy covering

¾Generally , 7-14 days prior to transplant
ÅWithhold moisture

ÅAcclimation
¶Not biennials!  May promote premature flowering

¶Beet, Broccoli, Carrot, Cauliflower, Chard, Leek, Onion, 
Parsnip, Turnip

ÅDo not withhold nutrients
¶This may reduce rate of photosynthesis



¾Clipping or pruning
ÅSize control ðNO

ÅFlower or bud removal ð
YES

¾Transplant early in a.m. 
or late in p.m.
ÅMid -day temps 

detrimental

¾Starter fertilizer - High 
P ð(10-50-10)

¾Water immediately!



Cool -Season

Hardy Half -Hardy

Warm -Season

Tender Very -Tender

Not to be mixed up with days to maturity


