
LAWNS

Turfgrass, Chapter 7, pp.77-86 in 
the Montana Master Gardener  
Handbook



FUNCTIONALBENEFITS OF TURFGRASS

üSoil erosion control

üDust prevention

üRain water entrapment

üSolar heat dissipation

üGlare reduction

üPollutant entrapment

üPest reduction

üSecurity/visibility



RECREATIONALBENEFITS OF TURFGRASS

üLow cost surface

üPhysical health

üMental health

üSafety cushion

üSpectator entertainment



AESTHETICBENEFITS OF TURFGRASS

üBeauty

üQuality of life

üMental health

üSocial harmony

üCommunity pride

ü Increased property 
value

üCompliments trees and 
shrubs 



TURFGRASS CLIMATE MAP

THESE ARE NOT USDA ZONES



COOL- AND WARM- SEASON SPECIES ðGROWTH 

IN MONTANA
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MORPHOLOGY OF 

YOUR TURFGRASS
Of the over 10,000 grass species in the 

world, only a hand full can be mowed 

regularly.



KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS

COOL ðSEASON GRASS

ü Highly Rhizomatous
ü Fills in nicely, repairs easily

ü Most desirable cool season grass 
for Montana

ü Used in sod production

ü Tolerates cold, traffic, drought 
and heat

ü 2 weeks for seeds to germinate

ü Will not grow well in shade

Best Location: Open sunny 

areas with well drained soil



ROUGH BLUEGRASS

COOL- SEASON GRASS

ü Resemble Kentucky 
bluegrass but is lighter in 
color

ü Stoloniferous

ü Tolerates shade

ü Likes it moist

ü Tolerates poorly drained 
soils

ü Does poorly in hot dry 
weather

Best Location: Cool, shady and 

wet areas in poorly drained soils



CANADA BLUEGRASS

COOL- SEASON GRASS

ü Useful in some locations 
ü low maintenance areas

ü Not advised using in 
lawns

ü Does not mow well 
üBecomes òstemmyó

ü 55 MPH grass
ü Looks good at 55 mph

ü Used on roadsides

Best Location: Low 

maintenance areas with low 

fertility



PERENNIAL RYEGRASS

COOL- SEASON GRASS

ü Short-lived bunchgrass

ü Will become òclumpyó in 
poor soils

ü High tolerance to wear and 
traffic

ü Used in seed mixes for 
instant gratification

ü Usually dies out a year or two 
after seeding in Montana

ü Used for over-seeding in U.S. 
transition zone due to its 
competitiveness

Best Location: High traffic areas



ANNUAL RYEGRASS

COOL- SEASON GRASS

üUsed for quick cover until more 

permanent grass is established

üOne season

üWell established in 20 days

Best Location: Temporary areas 

or for quick cover



FINE FESCUE

COOL- SEASON GRASS

ü Chewing red fescue

ü Creeping red fescue

ü Hard fescue

ü Sheep fescue

ü Narrow leaf blade

ü Not made for athletic fields

ü Not adapted to heat and humidity

ü Produces a lot of thatch

Best Location: Low 

maintenance, low fertility and 

shady areas



TALL FESCUE

COOL- SEASON GRASS

üCoarse leafed grass

üGreat in high traffic 

üGreat in heat and 
droughty areas

üEstablishes slowly

üAthletic fields in Eastern 
Montana

Best Location: Sunny to 

moderate shade, well-drained 

soils, areas with warmer 

summer temperatures

Tall fescue

Fine fescue



BENTGRASS

COOL- SEASON GRASS

üNot suited for home 
lawns

üNot compatible with 
other mixes

üMay become weeds in 
home lawns


